
 
FD Report No. 08-2024 

 
COUNCIL MEETING 
July 8th, 2024   

 
COMMUNITY RISK ASSESSMENT – O.REG 378/18 
RECOMMENDATION 
The Deputy Fire Chief / Chief Fire Prevention Officer recommends:    

1. THAT FD Report No. 08-2024 be received; 
2. AND THAT the Fire Department utilize the outcomes and analysis from the 

Community Risk Assessment to inform future Department Business Plans; 
Fire Prevention & Public Education programs; Training curriculum and 
programs; and, Capital and Operating Budgets;  

3. AND THAT a copy of the Community Risk Assessment, dated July 8th, 2024, 
be posted on the Township’s website. 

 
1. PURPOSE 
The Purpose of this Report is to introduce for Council’s consideration the outcomes and 
analysis of the Community Risk Assessment as undertaken in accordance with Ontario 
Regulation 378/18 (O.Reg 378/18)    
2. BACKGROUND 
The Township of North Dumfries has undertaken a comprehensive Community Risk 
Assessment (CRA) in accordance with Regulation 378/18 Community Risk 
Assessments (O. Reg. 378/18). This assessment aims to identify and analyze the risks 
within the community to enhance public safety, inform strategic planning, and optimize 
the allocation of resources for fire protection and emergency services.  
As required by O.Reg. 378/18, this CRA includes an analysis of nine mandatory 
profiles:  

1. Geographic Profile 
2. Building Stock Profile 
3. Critical Infrastructure Profile 
4. Demographic Profile 
5. Public Safety & Response Profile 
6. Community Services Profile 
7. Hazard Profile 
8. Economic Profile 
9. Past Loss and Event History Profile 
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The CRA is to be reviewed annually to ensure its currency, and, every five years a 
major review is to be undertaken.   This is the first Community Risk Assessment 
undertaken for the Municipality.  

3. OPTIONS AND ANALYSIS  
3.1  Key Findings 
Included as Attachment No. 1 to this Report North Dumfries  is the Top Risks / Issues / 
Concerns / Preferred Treatments for each of the nine (9) subject areas that are set out 
in O.Reg 378/18 that are to be assessed.  
Arising from the review and analysis of nine (9) factors to be assessed and analysed, 
the following key findings were revealed: 

1. Demographic Analysis:  
o North Dumfries has a growing population, with a notable increase in 

residents over the age of 65 and under the age of 14. This demographic 
shift necessitates tailored fire prevention and education programs to 
address the unique vulnerabilities of these age groups.  

2. Building Stock and Occupancy:  
o The Township comprises a mix of residential, commercial, industrial, and 

agricultural buildings. The residential sector is the most extensive, with a 
significant proportion of single-family homes. Older buildings, particularly 
those without modern fire safety features, pose higher risks.  

3. Geographic and Environmental Factors:  
o North Dumfries spans rural and semi-rural areas, presenting challenges in 

emergency response times due to the dispersed nature of properties and 
limited accessibility in some regions. The presence of agricultural land 
also introduces specific risks related to farm operations and equipment.  

4. Fire Incident Data Analysis: 
o Historical fire incident data indicate that the leading causes of fires are 

cooking-related incidents, open flame & smoking materials, heating 
equipment, and electrical malfunctions. There is a higher incidence of fires 
in residential properties, particularly in older homes lacking updated fire 
safety measures. 

5. Emergency Response Capabilities: 
o North Dumfries Fire Department (NDFD) provides fire protection and 

emergency response services. The assessment highlights the need for 
ongoing training, adequate staffing, and investment in modern firefighting 
equipment to maintain and improve response effectiveness. 
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3.2 Recommendations  
Generally speaking, the environmental scan completed through the analysis and 
assessment of O.Reg. 378/18 identifies that the North Dumfries Fire Department is well 
positioned in terms of training, equipment and resources.      
That said, continual improvement and adaption to changing circumstances is relevant to 
any Organization.    Key Recommendations have been identified through the 
Community Risk Assessment that should be accounted for in the development of future 
Fire Department Business Plans; Training programs; and, Fire Prevention & Public 
Education undertakings.   Ultimately this will influence future Operating and Capital 
Budgets. 
The following key Recommendations have emerged as a result of the assessment and 
analysis: 

1. Enhance our Public Education and Prevention Programs:  
o Implement targeted fire safety education campaigns, including seniors and 

young children. Promote the installation and maintenance of smoke 
alarms and carbon monoxide detectors.  

2. Building Code Compliance and Retrofit Initiatives:  
o Encourage property owners to upgrade older buildings with modern fire 

safety systems. Work with local authorities to ensure strict adherence to 
building codes and fire safety regulations.  

3. Improvement of Emergency Response Infrastructure: 
o Invest in equipment, rolling stock and training to reduce response times. 

Enhance mutual aid and contract agreements with neighbouring 
municipalities to bolster emergency response capabilities, or where 
applicable, to secure timely access to specialized equipment and 
resources 

4. Strengthening of Critical Infrastructure Resilience: 
o Conduct regular risk assessments and drills for critical infrastructure 

facilities. Develop and implement robust emergency response plans 
tailored to the unique needs of these facilities. 

5. Community Engagement and Stakeholder Collaboration: 
o Foster partnerships with community organizations, businesses, and 

residents to create a collaborative approach to risk reduction. Engage 
stakeholders in the planning and implementation of fire safety initiatives.  
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3.3 Next Steps  
The Community Risk Assessment (Attachment No. 1) for the Township of North 
Dumfries provides a detailed analysis of the current and emerging risks faced by the 
community. By addressing these risks through strategic planning, resource allocation, 
and community engagement, North Dumfries can enhance public safety, protect 
property, and improve the overall quality of fire & life safety for its residents. The 
recommendations outlined in this assessment serve as a roadmap for building a safer, 
more resilient Township.  
The Community Risk Assessment should be accounted for in the development of future 
Fire Department Business Plans; Training programs; and, Fire Prevention & Public 
Education undertakings.   Ultimately this will influence future Operating and Capital 
Budgets. 
 
4.  FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
There are no implications on the 2024 Budget arising from the consideration of this 
Report. As future Department Business Plans are developed, there may be specific 
initiatives identified that will influence annual Operating and Capital Budgets, and, the 
Ten Year Capital Forecast.  
5.  ATTACHMENTS 

1. Community Risk Assessment:  Top Risks / Issues / Concerns / Preferred 
Treatments (dated July 8, 2024)   

2. Map of Township of North Dumfries 
 
For further information on the contents of this Report, please contact Eric Yates, 
Deputy Fire Chief / Chief Fire Prevention Officer at (519) 632-8800 ext. 138 or via 
email at eyates@northdumfries.ca  
 
Report Prepared By:      Report Reviewed By:  

Eric Yates  
Eric Yates, CFEI      Robert Shantz, 
Deputy Chief / Chief Fire Prevention Officer   Fire Chief / CEMC 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By:  

 
Andrew McNeely,  
Chief Administrative Officer  

mailto:eyates@northdumfries.ca
























!.

!.

Township of North Dumfries

H
ow

ard M
arshall St

Cambridge

Kitchener

B
la

nd
fo

rd
-B

le
nh

ei
m

Brant

Puslinch

Hamilton

H
am

ilt
on

Brant

H
am

ilt
on

C
ed

ar
 C

re
ek

G
ra

nd
 R

iv
er

Ni
th

 R
ive

r

Ni
th

 R
ive

r

FWR Dickson
Wilderness Area

Pinehurst Lake
Conservation Area

Industrial Area 
Hwy. 401 & Reg. Rd. 97

Bannister Lake
Conservation Area

RARE Charitable
Research Reserve

R
ai

l T
ra

i l
R

ai
l T

ra
il

Morrison Rd

Maple Manor Rd

C
heese Factory R

d

Spra
gu

es
 R

d

W
es

t R
iv

er
 R

d

D
ickie Settlem

ent R
d

Edw
orthy Side R

d

Shouldice Side R
d

D
um

fries R
d

Greenfield Rd

Sp
ra

gu
es

 R
d

Cedar Creek Rd

Blair Rd

Roseville Rd

New Dundee Rd

N
orthum

berland St

Alps Rd

Barrie's Lake

Bannister Lake

Dean's Lake

Altrieve Lake

Wrigley Lake

Cowan's Lake

Orr's Lake

Gilholm's Marsh

Milroy Lake

Elliott's Lake

Taylor Lake

McCrone Lake

Millers Lake

Oliver's Marsh

Grass Lake

Ayr

Ranchlands

Innanen

Riverview

Clyde

Branchton

Roseville

Brown

Morrison

Wrigley

H'Ayritage

Clarkson

Parker

Taylor

Lockie

Young

Hwy. 24 Residential

Reidsville

Hall

Regional Rd. 58 & Twp. Rd. 3

Dickie One

Greenfield

Dickie Two

McLean

Plumtree

Hwy 4
01

Alps Rd

Roseville Rd

Gore Rd

Cedar Creek Rd

Clyde Rd

Greenfield Rd

Lockie Rd

Morrison Rd

Beke Rd

Trussler R
d

D
um

fries R
d

New Dundee Rd

Branchton R
d

Shellard R
d

Wrigley Rd

Old Beverly Rd

Sheffield R
d

Maple Manor Rd

Sager R
d

Brantford
H

w
y

Dundas St S

Se
at

on
R

d

Pl
ain

s R
d

Hwy 8

C
ounty R

d 52

Kings R
d

N
ith R

d

Village R
d

Waynco Rd

Sw
an St

Brant Waterloo Rd

Fischer-H
allm

an R
d

Ayr R
d

Brant R
d

Old Mill Rd

W
ater St S

Township Rd 9

Langdon D
r

C
am

eron R
d

Township Rd 10

R
eidel D

r

R
eidsville R

d

Alps Rd W

St G
eorge R

d

Township Rd 11

Sixth Concession Rd W
W

est R
iver Rd

Inglis 
St

Studim
an R

d

Oxford Rd 8

M
elai r Dr

Paul Ave

Hwy 401

Brant Waterloo Rd

N
ith R

d

Village R
d

R
eidsville R

d

Trussler R
d

R
eidsville R

d
R

eidsville R
d

Ü

MAP - TOWNSHIP OF NORTH DUMFRIES

This map should be used for reference only and should not be considered as a legal document. The Township of North Dumfries 
makes no claims or warranties, expressed or implied, concerning validity or accuracy of the data presented on this map. 
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