
THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF NORTH DUMFRIES 
BY-LAW NUMBER 3160-20 

BEING A BY-LAW TO REGULATE DOGS AND LICENCE DOG KENNELS AND TO 

REPEAL BY-LAW NO. 1286-90, 1294-91, 2255-07. 

WHEREAS section 11 (3) of the Municipal Act, 2001, S.O. 2001, c.25, (the 
"Municipal Act") authorizes lower tier municipalities to pass by-laws respecting 
animals; and 

WHEREAS subsection 8(3) of the Municipal Act provides that the by-law under 
section 11 respecting a matter may; 
 

a. regulate or prohibit respecting the matter;
b. require persons to do things respecting the matter; and
c. provide for a system of licenses respecting the matter; and

WHEREAS subsection 103(1) of the Municipal Act provides that municipalities may 
pass by-laws with respect to the being At Large or trespassing of animals and the 
seizure, impounding and sale of such At Large or trespassing animals within the 
municipality; and 

WHEREAS section 105 of the Municipal Act provides that if the municipality 
requires the muzzling of a dog, it must hold for a hearing for review of the muzzling 
requirement upon request and that the request by a dog Owner for a hearing does 
not act as a stay of the muzzling requirement; and 

WHEREAS section 23.5(2) of the Municipal Act authorizes the municipality to 
delegate to a person or body the power or duty to hold a hearing or provide an 
opportunity to be heard before the decision is made or the step is taken; and 
Whereas the Dog Owners' Liability Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. D.16 provides for Dogs that 
are alleged to have bitten or attacked a person or Domestic animal or to have 
behaved in a manner that poses menace to the safety of persons or Domestic 
animals; and 

WHEREAS subsection 20(7) of the Animals for Research Act, R.S.O. 1990, c, A.22; 
provides for the euthanization of Dogs; and 

NOW THEREFORE THE COUNCIL OF THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP 
OF NORTH DUMFRIES ENACTS AS FOLLOWS: 

1. DEFINITIONS

1.1 "Animal Control Officer" means a Municipal Law Enforcement Officer, a
Provincial Offences Officer, or Person(s) appointed by the Township to carry 
out the provisions of this By-law. 

1.2 "At Large" means a Dog found on any Property other than that of the Owner of 
the animal, and not under the control of the Owner or a responsible person 
except where: 

a) the Owner of the Property permits the Dog to be on his or her Property;
b) the Dog is a Service Dog or a Dog actively involved in police work; or
c) the Dog is being lawfully used for hunting.

1.3 "Body Length" means the length of the Dog measured from the point of the 
nose to the tip of the fully extended tail when the Dog is fully stretched out; 

1.4 "Clerk" means the Clerk of the Township or a person designated by him/her for 
the purposes of this by-law; 

1.5 "Council" means the Council of the Township; 


























