
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Township will approve building permit applications subject to the following 
criteria and documentation filed in our office. 
 
NO ITEM CHECK 

   
1. Application for a Permit to Construct or Demolish 

 
 

2. Site Plan (See requirements) 
a. Building location and zoning information 

 
 

 
3. 

 
Two complete sets of construction drawings including. 

a. Floor Plans 
b. Elevations 
c. Cross Sections  
d. Professional engineer stamped drawings required if the 

total area exceeds 2 storeys in height and/or is >600m2 

(6460ft.2) 
 

 
 

4. Minimum Distance Separation details’ sheet filled out  
 

5. Access Permit (from Region or Township) 
a. Regional Road –  (519) 575-4811 (online applications 

can be completed online at www.regionofwaterloo.ca) 
      b.   Township Road – (519) 621-7885 
 

 
 

6. Septic Approval (Township of North Dumfries if Required) 
 

 

7. Grand River Conservation Authority approval (if in a regulated 
area) 

 
 

8. OMAF (Ministry of Agriculture and Food) Approval (if required) 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Only complete applications will be accepted for permit approval.    Please ensure 
that this checklist is submitted with your application showing all of the attached 
required information. 
 
Please find the attached information to help you with your project. 

A. Minimum Distance Separation Detail’s Sheet 
B. Nutrient Management Requirements sheet 
C. Nutrient Units Example Sheet 
D. OMAF contact information sheet 

E. Example Drawings & Span Charts for Farm Structures 
  

TOWNSHIP OF NORTH DUMFRIES 
BUILDING PERMIT REQUIREMENTS 
FARM BUILDINGS 



 
 
 
 
 
 

A building permit for a farm building is required when the area of the detached structure 
exceeds 108 sq.ft. When applying for a building permit, we require a completer 
Application for a Permit to Construct or Demolish and 2 copies of the following: 
 
1. Site plan drawn to scale showing your lot, property lines and all existing structures 

(house, garage, sheds, decks). Dimension the size of the lot and distances from the 
proposed structure to all property lines and any adjacent buildings (and septic tank 
and bed if applicable). All easements on your property must also be shown. 

2. Construction drawings drawn to scale and dimensioned consisting of: 
• Plan view with overall dimensions, roof framing size, direction, span and spacing, 

door and window opening locations, sizes and lintel size. If framing a floor, a 
separate plan showing the floor is required. 

• Elevations from all sides showing grade location, floor height above grade, wall 
height, roof height, roof slope, cladding material, roofing material and window and 
door location and sizes. 

• Cross-section through the wall from footings to roof noting all materials in the 
foundation, wall and roof assembly. See example Detail 1 in the Accessory 
Structure Package. 

 
If the structure exceeds 538 sq.ft in building area, the person who designs and takes 
responsibility of the structure (other than the owner) must successfully complete the 
Designer/Legal Process and the House Qualification Exams. The designer must also 
include the following information on all documents respecting the design activities as 
per Div. C.3.2.5.1.(1)(c) of the Ontario Building Code: 

a) The person’s name and any identifying number issued by the Ministry of Housing 
b) A statement that the person has reviewed and taken responsibility for the design 
activities, and 
c) The person’s signature 

If farm buildings exceed 600m2 (6460ft2), it requires an engineering design. 
 
All structures must comply with the Zoning By-Law requirements even if the building 
permit is not required. 
 
Please call the Building Department at (519) 632-8800 if you have any further 
questions. 

TOWNSHIP OF NORTH DUMFRIES 
BUILDING PERMIT REQUIREMENTS 
BARNS  



 

Maximum Percentage of Openings in Exterior Walls 
Max. Area 
Building 
Face sqft 

Max. Distance from Side/Rear Lot Line 

< 3’-11” 3’-11” 4’-11” 6’-7” 8’-4” 9’-10” 13’1” 

107 0 8 12 21 33 55 96 
160 0 8 10 17 25 37 67 
215 0 8 10 15 21 30 53 
267 0 8 9 13 19 26 45 
323 0 7 9 12 17 23 39 

 

Notes: 
1) Show all openings (doors, windows) and note size. 
2) Show all adjacent property lines. 
3) Provide 5/89” type ‘X’ drywall if wall is less than 
2’-0” from the property line. 
4) Dimension plan as per Example Plan 



 
Proposed Floor Plan – Drawn to Scale 
Ensure the following information is shown (see sample drawing on Pg. 1) 

• Dimension all walls, openings 
• Show lintel sizes over openings 
• Ensure window, door openings shown 
• Roof framing information  



 

Poured concrete footing to bear on undisturbed 
soil min. 4’-0” below grade 

Min. 6” concrete block or poured concrete 
foundation wall, min. 15 MPA (2200 PSI) 

3” poured concrete slab 32MPa (4650 PSI) at 
28 days, 5-8% air entrainment. 
Optional 6x6 6/6 WWM in centre of slab. 
4” compacted granular fill 

1/2” impervious board for bond break optional 

Wood sill plate fastened to foundation wall with 
min. 1/2" dia. Anchor bolts embedded min. 4” in 
concrete at 7’-0” o.c. max. and provide gasket 
between plate and foundation wall 

Frame wall construction finish as per elevations 
15lb asphalt paper layers to overlap 4” min. 
exterior type sheathing (recommend 1/2" 
plywood or 7/16” aspenite) and 2x4 wood studs 
at 16” o.c., double top plate, sill plate at bottom 

Provide 5/8” type X drywall with insulation if 
wall is less than 2’-0” from property line for a 
detached garage or accessory unity structure 
serving one dwelling unit 

1-1/2” bearing length 

Soffit 

Cladding to be: 
-Vinyl/Alum. Siding 
-Wood Siding 
-Board & Batten 

* Can be reduced to 6” if 
cladding is vinyl or alum. 

siding 

Slope grade away 
from building 

Min 8” 

4’-0” 

 
   

Compact fill 
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Frame wall construction finish as per elevations 
15lb asphalt paper layers to overlap 4” min. 
exterior type sheathing (recommended ½” 
plywood or 7/16” aspenite) and 2x4 wood studs 
at 16” O.C., double top plate, sill plate at bottom. 

Provide 5/8” type X drywall with insulation if 
wall is less than 2’-0” from property line for a 
detached garage or accessory structure serving 
one dwelling unit 

Wood sill plate fastened to foundation wall with 
min. 1/2” DIA. Anchor bolts embedded min. 4” in 
concrete at 7’-0” O.C. max. and provide gasket 
between plate and foundation wall 

3” poured concrete slab 32MPa (4650 PSI) at 28 
days, 5-8% air entrainment 

Optional 6x6 6/6 WWM in 
centre of slab, compacted 
granular fill 

1-1/2” bearing length 

Soffit 

Cladding to be: 
-Vinyl/Alum. Siding 
-Wood Siding 
-Board & Batten 

* Can be reduced to 6” if 
cladding is vinyl or alum. siding 

Remove top soil below slab 

Bear on undisturbed soil 
Remove all organic material 

Min 12” 

Min 8” 

Slope grade away 
from building 
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Maximum 592 sqft 



 
 

Roof Joist Span Table 
Member 

Size 
Joist Spacing 

12 in 16 in 24 in 
2 x 4 7-1 6-5 5-7 
2 x 6 11-2 10-1 8-10 
2 x 8 14-8 13-4 11-7 
2 x 10 18-8 17-0 14-10 
2 x 12 22-9 20-8 18-1 

Spruce No.1 & No.2 Grade Lumber        Snow Load 
30 psf 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Roof Rafter Span Table 
Member 

Size 
Rafter Spacing 

12 in 16 in 24 in 
2 x 4 8-11 8-1 7-1 
2 x 6 14-0 12-9 11-2 
2 x 8 18-5 16-9 14-6 
2 x 10 23-7 21-5 17-8 
2 x 12 28-8 25-2 20-6 

Spruce No.1 & No.2 Grade Lumber        Snow Load 
30 psf 

Ceiling Joist Span Table 
Member 

Size 
Rafter Spacing 

12 in 16 in 24 in 
2 x 4 10-3 9-3 8-1 
2 x 6 16-1 14-7 12-9 
2 x 8 21-1 19-2 16-9 
2 x 10 27-0 24-6 21-5 
2 x 12 32-9 29-10 26-0 

Spruce No.1 & No.2 Grade Lumber 

Lintels Over Doors and Windows 
Opening 
Width 

Lintels for Wood Framing 
Not 
Supporting 
Roof 

Supporting Roof 

Up to 6-4 2 ply 2 x 6 2 ply 2 x 6 
Up to 9-5 2 ply 2 x 6 2 ply 2 x 10 
Up to 16-0 2 ply 2 x 10 Design Req’D 
Based on a Maximum of 12’-0” Supported Roof 

Brick Veneer Lintels 
Opening Width Steel Angle Size 
Up to 8-1 3-1/2 x 3-1/2 x 1/4” 
Up to 8-9 4 x 3-1/2 x 1/4" 
Up to 10-10 5 x 3-1/2 x 5/16” 
Up to 11-5 5 x 3-1/2 x 3/8” 
Up to 13-6 6 x 4 x 7/16” 
Up to 14-1 7 x 4x x 3/8” 
Up to 15-1 7 x 4 x 1/2" 



  
 

Wall Sheathing Thickness & 
Specifications 

For Typical Cladding System 
Type of 

Sheathin
g 

Suppo
rts 

at 16” 

Suppo
rts 

At 24” 

Material 
Standar

ds 

Plywood 
(Exterior 

Type) 
1/4" 5/16” 

CSA 
0121-M 
/ CSA 

0181-M 
/ CSA 

0153-M 
OSB 

Grade 0-
2 

1/4" 5/16” CSA 
0437 

Waferbo
ard & 
OSB 

Grade 
R-1 & 0-

1 

1/4" 5/16” CSA 
0437 

 
General Notes: 
1. Assumed undisturbed soil bearing capacity 4000lb per square foot. 
2. If building wall is closer than 4’-0” to property line, no openings are permitted. 
3. If building wall is closer than 2’-0” to property line, provide 5/8” drywall interior finish and no openings are 
permitted. 
4. Wood frame building less than 538sqft slab on grade can be used. 
5. All spans measured horizontally from peak to supporting wall or collar tie if required 
6. Wall ties are required when ridge is unsupported. See Rafter-to-Joist Nailing chart for minimum nailing 
requirements. 

Roof Sheathing Thickness 
Maximum 
Spacing of 
Supports 

Plywood and O-2 Grade 
Waferboard and OSB 

Waferboard (Aspenite) & 
OSB R-1 & O-1 Grade 

Edges 
Supported 

Edges 
Unsupported 

Edges 
Supported 

Edges 
Unsupported 

12” 5/16” 5/16” 3/8” 3/8” 
16” 5/16” 3/8” 3/8” 7/16” 
24” 3/8” 1/2" 7/16” 1/2" 

All Plywood to be Stamped “ Approved Exterior Grade 



 

Frame wall construction finish as per 
elevations 15lb asphalt paper layers to 
overlap 4” min. exterior type sheathing 
(recommend 1/2" plywood or 7/16” 
aspenite) and 2x4 wood studs at 16” o.c., 
double top plat, sill plate at bottom 

2 ply 2x10 p.t. beam attached to existing 
posts with a double hanger 

Minimum 2” clearance above grade and floor 

Existing carport floor 

Existing concrete pier 

Cladding to be: 
-vinyl/alum. siding 
-wood siding 
-board & batten 

* Can be reduced to 
6” if cladding is vinyl 
or alum. siding 

Slope grade away 
from building 

8” Min 

4’-0” Min 

Existing beam and roof 



  



  



  
    



 

  

  

  



 
What is MDS? 
 

1. Provides appropriate distance separation for both the building and 
manure storage based on type and number of livestock in a barn. 

2. Separate incompatible land uses. 
3. Reduce land use conflicts and nuisance complaints related to odor. 
4. Noise and Dust are not addressed through MDS. 

 
Information We Require to Calculate MDS: 
 

1. Please indicate the type of livestock (refer to attached sheet for 

types): __________________________________________________ 

2. Please indicate the number of livestock prior to construction: 

________________________________________________________ 

3. Please indicate the number of additional livestock sought: 

________________________________________________________ 

4. What type of Manure is there?     SOLID    LIQUID 

5. Indicate the type of storage     1    2 

(Refer to attached sheet)     3    4 

 

Minimum Distance 
Separation Details 



 

 
 
TYPE OF LIVESTOCK 
 

• Beef: Cows (barn confinement) 
• Beef: Cows (barn with yard) 
• Beef: Feeders (barn confinement) 
• Beef: Feeders ( barn with yard) 
• Chicken: Caged Layers (manure 

stored in barn) 
• Chicken: Caged Layers (daily 

manure removal) 
• Chicken: Breeder Layers 
• Chicken: Broilers/Roasters 
• Chicken: Pullets (replacement 

layers) 
• Dairy: Milking Cows (tie-stall) 
• Dairy: Milking Cows ( free-stall) 
• Dairy: Heifers (barn confinement) 
• Dairy: Heifers (barn with yard) 
• Duck: Ducks 
• Emus: Emus 
• Fox: Adult Foxes 
• Goat: Adult Goats 

• Goat: Feeder Goats (>20kg) 
• Horse: Horses 
• Mink: Adult Mink 
• Ostrich: Ostriches 
• Rabbit: Adult Rabbits 
• Sheep: Adult Sheep 
• Sheep: Feeder Lambs (>20kg) 
• Swine: Sows/Boars 
• Swine: Feeder Hogs (30-120kg) 
• Swine: Weaners (4-30kg) 
• Turkey: Meat Turkeys (>10kg) 
• Turkey: Meat Turkeys (5-10kg) 
• Turkey: Breeder Layers 
• Turkey: Meat Turkey (<5kg) 
• Turkey: Pullets (replacement 

breeders) 
• Veal: White Veal 
• Veal: Red Veal (<300kg) 
• Other

 

 
TYPE OF MANURE STORAGE 
  

1. Roofer or covered storages for manure, runoff, milkhouse washwater. Includes any 
covered roofed concrete, steel or earthen storages, in-barn solid manure packs, and 
storages under fully slatted floors. 

2. Open solid manure pile on concrete slab. Includes the runoff storages (concrete or 
earthen) used for capturing seepage liquids from solid manure storage or runoff liquids 
from yards. If yards are scraped into runoff storage, choose #3 when runoff storage is a 
concrete or steel tank and #4 when runoff storage is earthen. Milkhouse washwater 
may be added to runoff storage. 

3. Open concrete or steel tanks used for storing liquid manure, milkhouse washwater, or 
yard runoff where yard is scraped into storage. 

4. Open earth-sided or earth-sided storage with concrete floor to be used for storing liquid 
manure or yard runoff when yard is scraped into storage or milkhouse washwater. 

Minimum Distance  
Separation Factors 
 



 
If your total number of Nutrient Units falls into one of the 
following categories, then you require approval from the  
Ministry of Agriculture and Food. 
 
SIZE OF LIVESTOCK OPERATION APPROVAL REQUIRED ? 
New Operation – > 5 and < 150 NU NO 
New Operation –  ≥ 150 NU YES 
Expanding Operations –  ≥ 300 NU YES 
 

1. Please refer to the orange sheet for a quick reference as to 
the number of Nutrient Units you may have. 

2. We will calculate an official NU number upon application. 
3. Please refer to the blue sheet for Ministry of Agriculture 

and Food contact information. 

Nutrient Management 
Requirements 
 















Head Office 
 
1 Stone Road West 
Guelph, Ontario 
N1G 4Y2 
1-888-466-2372 (Ontario only) 
(519) 826-3100 (outside Ontario) 

 
   
 Southwest Region 
 
Agronomy Building 
Box 400, 120 Main Street East 
University of Guelph, Ridgetown 
Campus 
Ridgetown, ON N0P 2C0 
Phone: (519) 674-1690 
Fax: (519) 674-1564 
667 Exeter Road 
London, ON N6E 1L3 
Phone: (519) 873-4070 
Fax: (519) 873-4062 
100 Don Street, Box 159 
Clinton, ON N0M 1L0 
Phone: (519) 482-3333 
Fax: (519) 482-5031 
581 Huron Street 
Stratford, ON N5A 5T8 
Phone: (519) 271-0280 
Fax: (519) 273-5278 
Unit 1 - 401 Lakeview Drive  
Woodstock, ON N4T 1W2 
Phone: (519) 537-6621 
Fax: (519) 539-5351 

 

East Region 
 

322 Kent Street West 
Lindsay, ON K9V 4T7 
Phone: (705) 324-6125 
Fax: (705) 324-1638 
R.R. # 3, 95 Dundas Street East 
Brighton, ON K0K 1H0 
Phone: (613) 475-1630 
Fax: (613) 475-3835 
Box 2004, 59 Ministry Road 
Kemptville, ON K0G 1J0 
Phone: (613)258-8295 
Fax: (613) 258-8392 
Box 430, 31 St. Paul Street 
Alfred, ON K0B 1A0 
Phone: (613) 679-4411 
Fax: (613) 679-0929 

Central Region 
 
6484 Wellington Rd. 7 
Unit 10  
Elora, ON 
N0B 1S0 
Phone: (519) 846-0941 
Fax: (519) 846-8178 
Advisory Services Building 
Box 8000, 4890 Victoria Avenue North 
Vineland, ON L0R 2E0 
Phone: (905) 562-4147 
Fax: (905) 562-5933 
Box 587, Blueline Road & Highway # 
3 
Simcoe, ON N3Y 4N5 
Phone: (519) 426-7120 
Fax: (519) 428-1142 

 

North Region 
 

Caldwell Township Building 
11790 Highway 64, Box 521 
Verner, ON P0H 2M0 
Phone: 1-800-461-6132 or (705) 594-
2312 
Fax: (705) 594-9675 
5907 Hwy 11-71, Box 210 
Emo, ON POW 1E0 
Phone: 1-800-461-6132 
Fax: (807) 482-2864 
35 Meredith Street, Box 328 
Gore Bay, ON P0P 1H0 
Phone: 1-800-461-6132 
Fax: (705) 282-2792 
280 Armstrong Street, Box 6008 
New Liskeard, ON P0J 1P0 
Phone: 1-800-461-6132 
Fax: (705) 647-7993 
1 Collver Road, R.R.#1 
Thessalon, ON P0R 1L0 
Phone: 1-800-461-6132 
Fax: (705) 842-1583 
Suite B012, 435 James St. South 
Thunder Bay, ON P7E 6S7 
Phone: 1-800-461-6132 
Fax: (807) 475-1313 

 

OMAF Locations in Rural Ontario 
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